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Opening Prayer: Lord, Thank you for accepting me. Help me to accept others even if I do not 

approve of everything they do. Amen.  

 

INTRODUCTION 

Jesus does not approve of everything we do, yet He still accepts us. We are supposed to live 

by this example and love God and love others. Yet we often want to approve before we 

accept them. Consider this while discussing the following questions.  

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: The focus – accept others like Jesus accepted you.  

1. Describe a time you felt as though you were not accepted. Compare that to a time you 

were accepted. Explain how this made you feel.  

 

2. How can you show acceptance to other people? 

 

3. Pastor Tracy contrasted acceptance and approval. He said that Jesus accepts us as we 

are, but may not approve of everything we do. What does this mean to you? 

 

4. Pastor Tracy told us that love looks and love listens. Why are both of these needed to 

show our love? 

 

5. Pastor Tracy said we do not have to make people feel guilty for their actions because 

they already feel guilty. When someone we care about feels guilty, how can we 

encourage him or her to ensure they feel valued? 

 

6. Pastor Tracy gave us some action steps to complete this week. Without giving names, 

explain how you plan to show acceptance, affirm value and/or encourage someone this 

week. 

 

 

THINKING FORWARD 

You are accepted by Jesus even if He does not approve of everything you do. Loving people 

can begin a conversation. Love God and love people. This is how others will know your faith is in 

God. 

 

VERSE TO GO 

By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” (John 13:35) 

 

Closing Prayer: Lord, open my eyes and heart to know who I can encourage and affirm value in 

this week. Amen.  


