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INTRODUCTION 

When we consider Jesus’s sacrifice and resurrection, it can be described as “excellent” 

because He gave it all. But how would you describe your effort for Jesus? Knowing all He has 

done for you, what are you consistently returning to God? Knowing what He wants to do 

through you, how would you describe your efforts? Consider this while discussing the following 

questions: 

 

Opening Prayer: Jesus, help me to evaluate myself and the effort I give to You. Amen.  

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: The focus: reestablish standards of excellence amongst God’s people. 

1. Pastor Tracy summarized Malachi the following way. Malachi was commissioned by 

God with one purpose, to reestablish standards of excellence amongst God’s people. 

How would you evaluate your standards of excellence in the effort you give to God? 

 

2. Pastor Tracy explained how our standards of excellence may fail without consistent 

promptings. Do you agree with this? Please explain your answer. 

 

3. Read Malachi 1:8,10 – 11. Explain what this passage is saying.  

 

4. Pastor Tracy summarized this verse by saying we should not give God our “leftovers.” 

What does it communicate when we give God our “leftover” time, energy, talent or 

love? Who all does it communicate to? 

 

5. Jesus died an excellent death because He died voluntarily. Is sacrificing voluntarily a 

necessity for being a Christ follower? 

 

6. Sunday’s sermon focused around this comment, “unconditional commitments make 

conditional Christians uncomfortable.” What is one thing you can do to becoming an 

unconditional Christian? 

 

THINKING FORWARD 

It is easy to complain about our daily schedule and hassles. But Jesus continues to give His all to 

us. What are we communicating when we give anything other than excellence in return? Let 

tonight be the last time you give “leftovers”. Do not stay uncomfortable with making 

unconditional commitments.  

 

VERSE TO GO 

“Eye has not seen, ear has not heard, nor can the human imagination come to terms with the 

kind of excellence we’re going to enjoy forever.” (1 Corinthians 2:9) 

 

PRAYER: Jesus, You give me nothing but Your best. I have because You have given it to me. 

What can I return to you? Open my eyes to see the offerings I am giving to You and how I can 

ensure they honor You. Amen.  


